


















Entrance to Pozode Vega el Forcau



Cueva la Huelga
A rather complex cave providing a through trip on two

main levels, the lower apparently active in winter. Some
work might well yield an active system of rather more interest
and much greater potential here, several indications of its
existence having been found. Engravings and drawings in the
upper series sh6w frequent habitation, but probably only since
the time of Homo carbidensis.

Previous exploration: This cave was explored by the 1965
British Speleological Expedition to the Cantabrian Mountains,
who found only the upper entrance but also discovered a
short active stream passage not located by us. Numerous
villagers from Cardes and the surrounding places are acquainted
with the system, a local boy showing us the through trip. It
appears from a trench dug near the upper entrance that some
archaeological work may have been done here.

Location; From the village of Cardes (first turn to right
off the road to Covadonga after the junction with the Cangas
de Onis - Mestas de Can road) take any one of the several paths
which cross a stream and then ascend the opposite hillside
to an extensive area of fields in the polje drained by the
cave, where the upper entrance is located at the lowest point
under a 15m cliff face. The lower entrance is a well vegetated
valley below the path used to reach here. Villagers will prove
helpful in locating the entrancel

Description; A dry stream bed enters the arched upper
entrance and the passage continues fairly high, wide and
boulder strewn to a 10m pitch on the left into a deep pool
which is near the flood streamway of the lower series. Keep-
ing to the right a smaller passage leads to a muddy series
of walking size with rock pillars, many choked crawls and
remains of a false floor which chokes with mud just beyond
the presumed archaeological trench. The main route on is in
a fairly large passage which includes some old stal and gour
formations before reaching a chamber where the route to the
lower series is to the left. To the right, the passage
continues under a rock bridge to a 6m rope pitch into a choked
chamber. A small passage is descended from the previous chamber
to reach the lower series, the first hole in the floor being
ignored except by those wishing to explore a very muddy 6m
pitch into an even more muddy chamber with sound effects
reminiscent of roaring underground torrents coming through a
millimetre scale oriface.

The 1965 explorers attempted to dig this, but the lack
of results is not very surprising when the site is seen.
The afforementioned hole in the floor requires a rope for its
descent and the pitch head so reached is also accessible from
further along the route to the lower series by a bedding plane
crawl. Back on the main route, an ascent leads to a chimney
down to a low chamber with two holes in the floor (connecting
to each other and the muddy 6m pitch by short narrow rifts
below), which one crawls between before crawling up to a
small pebbly chamber leading to the descending rift and steep
mud slope to the flood streamway.



Turning right at the junction leads upstream, via
several water filled pothols, which can be stepped over, and
two small holes revealing a lower passage which is impenetrable
to where the main passage chokes. However, a crawl to the
right leads to much flood debris - mainly twigs and branches -
to a fairly large and high chamber. A considerable stal slope
can be climbed to reach a point giving a good view over the
pool at the foot of the 10m pitch near the upper entrance.
From the chamber several other passages connect back to the
main route just described via climbs and another hole can be
descended to an unintersting muddy crawl.

Opposite the junction of upper and lower series is a
short, hand-and-knees crawl, while left leads to easy walking
or stooping on cobbles until a sharp right hand bend is
reached, where the route to the lower entrance is disguised
as a flat out crawl into a wide, mud-banked passage of stooping
height leading to the flood resurgence. Continuing on the
main passage one is soon confronted by an abrupt change of
passage size and form and it is necessary to chimney down
into and along a high, narrow, greasy rift. To the left at the
end of this is a muddy, slanting chamber with a passage leading
to the flood streamway just before the rift, while climbing
down to the right leads to a sloping rift.

Survey: This was carried out simultaneously by two pairs -
M. Laverty and M. Wilbourn survying the upper series from
the upper entrance and S. Tarran and D. Kelsey working in
from the lower entrance. Incredibly good timing enabled the
two pairs to meet at the junction of upper and lower series
and at the 10m pitch, giving a large loop for testing the
survey data. Closed loop errors averaged 1.6%.

Comparison with the 1965 survey shows reasonably good
agreement except for some details of passage width and
cross section and, more importantly, in the amount of passage
found at the two ends of the flood streamway. We discovered
much more passage near the foot of the 10m pitch, while we did
not find the section of active streamway discovered at the
lower end of the flood streamway, apparently reached via the
sloping rift which was the lowest point we reached. 730m of
cave were surveyed with a verticle range of 31m.
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Pozo La Texa (Alphonse's Hole)
A 136m deep pot probably with its most pleasing aspect

being the view from the entrance, which also provides the
only pleasant pitch. A last resort for ladder equipped parties*

Location; From vthe bar at Lago de la Ercina follow the good
path towards Ario along the E. shore of the lake. At the spring
at the far end bear left past a group of shepherds huts and
ascent the hill to the immediate left of the Ario path. On
the top there is a series of depressions and a reasonably
obvious path. The hole is located to the right of and above
this near the third depression. It is not obvious unless you
can persuade a shepherd to guide you, your approach then being
heralded by the accumulation of masses of rocks in the shepherd's
arms destined to impress the bottomless nature of the hole on
your mindl

Previous Exploration: The 1963 Oxford/Derbyshire Speleological
Expedition to N.W. Spain explored this hole on being shown it by
a shepherd called Alphonse, after whom it was named. Our guide,
Angel, gave it the name used here and our exploration was to check
that the hole was indeed what we suspected, and to provide a
survey. Litter in the cave testifies to extensive visits in
the past, presumably by Spanish, and perhaps French, groups.

Description: An approximately 2m square entrance gives access
to a pleasant and prehanging 20m pitch landing at the top of
a long boulder slope interspersed with short climbs. Towards
the bottom of this, a left turn leads to about 15m of pitch,
almost vertical at the bottom, where there is a chamber. A
muddy hole then leads to a calcited mud dome and a 30m mud
slope to the next vertical drop, again about 15m, which leads
into the final chamber. This is littered with muddy boulders
and includes a chamber with a stai flow and a climb into a
rift which can then be descended to a series of extremely
muddy passages which become too small. Above the last vertical
on the main route is a small decorated chamber.

Ladders are recommended for use throughout the cave due
to the mud, although the entrance is quite suitable for SRT.
A handline should suffice on the first boulder slope but
ladders are needed on the mudslopes.

Survey; Carried out by S. Tarran, T. Moult and B. Matthews,
the survey agrees well in all but one detail with D.Judson's
description of the cave and gives a total depth of 136m.



Cueva Campana
Glowingly described to us as 'leading to a pitch beyond

which ikm of streamway leads to a barrier impassable by
dinghy1 this cave attracted our avid attention in connection with
the nearby Cueva Orandi and Cueva Santa systems. In fact, it
does very little of what we expected and is merely a short
phreatic system with a pitch and a few pools, ending in a
chamber with a draughting squeeze in a partly choked rift.

Previous Exploration; Certainly explored by Spanish groups,
identity and time of other explorations are unknown, except
for the local group 03E who have left their initials on the
wall of a chamber.

Location; The cave is about 30m from the bar near the Guardia
Civil post at Covadonga. The fine, keyhole shaped entrance is
situated in the cliff-face immediately behind a bell tower and may
be floodlit at night.

Description; A simple, muddy, phreatic system of rifts and
chambers leads to a 10m pitch just beyond a calcite column
formation. This pitch is climbable with care and has an alcove
opening off it about halfway down - a ladder is recommended.
At the foot of this, climbs lead to the three static pools
with abundant flood debris in the form of twigs and leaves.
The first two pools require swimming and are separated by a
rock barrier, which can prove awkward to get over on the return.
The third pool is shallow and leads via rifts to a fairly large
chamber where a narrow rift with jammed boulders indicates the
way on by means of a draught, however the route is too tight
to follow:

Survey; M. Laverty and D. Kelsey surveyed 187m of passage
with a vertical range of 19m.
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Cueva el Osu (Cueba el Oaeda).
A very pleasant trip is extensive, easy passages, with

one large pitch.

Location; Situated about 20 minutes walk from the Bar Maria
Rosa at Lago de la Ercina. Take the path to Ario along the E.
shore of the lake until about 50m beyond the spring near the
shepherds huts, where an indistinct path crosses the stream
and ascends the hillside to a plateau. The cave entrance is
located at the tree line, and is marked SIE and named inside.
The shepherd who showed us the entrance gave the alternative
name noted above.

Previous exploration; Certainly explored by SCAL in 1964- and
subsequently by several Spanish groups, including SIE and
Grupo Espeleologica de Gyon. Cox notes a cave of this name
as being located near Burdio de la P£na cave above the Ario de
Pomperii which was partially explored by Spanish biospeleologists
in the 1950fs. Almost certainly, this is that cave and the
location has been mistaken.

Description; The small entrance often draughts strongly
and contains large quantities of leaves. Several passages lead Off
from the entrance and choke fairly soon, except for one reached
by going left down into a chamber and out again by a small passage
at roof level on the right. This rapidly reaches a short climb down
in a rift to 2 rope pitches of about 5m each which enter a fault
zone in which the 4-Om main pitch is situated. Belay points here
are slightly dubious and a bolt would prove a useful replacement
for the present antiquated piton. The pitch lands on a large
rubble pile, through which a route leads to the floor of the
chamber without needing to rig another pitch. A rift passage
leads past a side passage to a high chamber and reaches a T-junction
Upstream soon becomes low and was not pursued on our brief visit.
Downstream is easy walking in phreatic passages with occasional
decorations and chambers for more than lkm, when the passage
ends in a sand choke. Pools and a trickle of water indicated
that this passage is active in wet weather, but we visited
the cave after a dry spell.
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Reconnaisance

The area around Forcau was combed by Tony Moult for
cave entrances, the only result being a 30cm square hole
giving access to a 10m x 3m chamber with a sloping floor via
an 8m pitch.

Martin Laverty looked at the wooded plateau to the South
of Cueva el Osu and again found nothing very significant,
although one or two features did imply that this area might
repay a more intensive search in the future.

Steve Tarran found the Hoyo la Madre resurgence towards
the end of the expedition and reports a large stream emerging
part way up a cliff, which would require tackle to enter. He
also reports several 20m and deeper shafts in the area South
of the path to Ario, and claims to have found a cave full of
cheese 1

On a walk up the mountains via the Vega Pedanda refuge
many more shafts were seen, some clearly explored before by
French or Spanish groups.

Clearly there are still many unexplored caves in the
Picos de Europa but a major problem is the patchy coverage
by most groups working in the area and the almost total lack
of communication or coordination between them. Hopefully a
way will soon be found to overcome this.

Caves of the Venta de Fresnedo Area.
One of the objectives of the Forcau '76 expedition was

to explore the caves of the Venta de Fresnedo area in the
Sierra de la Collada. However, the Santander caving authorities
were not willing to allow us to do this. The sketch map shows
such details as are known of cave entrances and names in this
promising area, discovered by Bill Collis at Easter 1976.
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Expedition Accounts

Income

Grants: Sports Council
O.U. Exploration Club
Drapers Company

2 articles for Bradford
Telegraph and Argus

Personal contributions

200
150
110

50
510

1008
9k
9k

Expenditure

Travel Ferrico Soton.-Santander (4- people)
So1ton-Bilbao (3)
Ramsgate-Calais (4 )
Le Havre-Portsmouth(2)
Calais-Ramsgate (7)
Soton-Le Havre (lost deposit)

Petrol
Vehicle Insurance
Wear and tear
Repairs to Triumph Herald

Equipment
Correspondence
Prospectus
Dried Food, Mars bars, glucose
Report

82
83
27
kO
68
Ik

174
102
71

151

15
17
3

31
120

80
00
00
30
00
70

10
80
50
2k

kO
20
60
90
00

1008 94

In addition all members bought their own food and paid
for petrol used during the stay in Spain, as well as getting
adequate personnal insurance.

The totals of these costs are estimated as:
£

Petrol 90
Food etc. 530
Personnal Ins. 100

720

Thus average personnal contributions to the expedition
were £45.36, which must be added to additional personal
contributions of £65.45, to yield the total average personal
contribution of £110.81.
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Sketch map of the caves of the Venta de Freanedo Area«

V
S 1—>N

E

Rio Lalarma

Siu Prauco

£1 Segedal

La Euerta

Comaria

Cprftrigo

Rio Tama

Dry river bed*

^ Dry impenetrable sink
System 6 Dry impenetrable spring

System 5

\S
System 4

System 3

System 2

Dry river bed.

Dry impenetrable sink.
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j

Impenetrable sink.
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Flood entrance leads to streamway in boulder
ruckle•

Impenetrable sink in sand -
alternative entrance nearby.

Flood entrance leads to water.
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Tenta de Fresnedo •
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System 1
30m of passage leads to wet 4^ cascade.

Resurgence not investigated.

Rio Lamaeon.

N.B. The sketch is not drawn to scale. It is a diagram only.

dry stream bed. river.

Only the caves connected to the Rio Tama are marked. There are a
number of other cave entrances and potholes in the area. f Flood* entrance
implies that the actual resurgence proper is impenetrable.

There i« a certain amount of inconsistency in the use of local names
which may be confusing. Sometimes the Spanish name refers to a cave system,
or the river flowing from one resurgence to the next sink.


